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defence he prevented an Imminent threat of his
country being overrun by invaders. For if Lille
had fallen as quickly as Marlborough had hoped
it had still been his intention to thrust into the
heart of France during that campaign. Instead,
the Duke perforce turned to recapture Ghent and
Bruges. He first forced the Scheldt at four
separate points. Vendome's counter-move in
laying siege to Brussels, which had long been
exposed to attack, was a failure and by the be-
ginning of 1709 Brussels was relieved and Ghent
and Bruges fell to the Allies. Thus the campaign,
which contrary to the accepted rules lasted into
the depths of winter, concluded according to
Marlborough's " heart's desire."